FUREY BIOGRAPHY

Finbar Furey was born in Dublin in 1946 into a musical family.

His father, Ted Furey, a renowned tenor banjo and fiddle player, taught him to play the Uilleann pipes,
which he excelled at, becoming a master piper, and winning All Ireland Medals and Feiseanna during his
teenage years in the 1960s.

Finbar left Ireland in 1967 to tour with his brother Eddie, bringing Irish music, songs and stories all over
the world.

In 1968, Finbar and Eddie joined ‘The Clancy Brothers’ and spent the next two years touring, performing
and recording with them. Finbar and Eddie then went on to tour and perform as a duo.

Finbar’s playing was recognised by BBC’s John Peel in 1972, when he was awarded Single of The Year for
the original sound of the pipes and the whistles on ‘Her Father Didn’t Like Me Anyway’ by Gerry Rafferty.

In 1976 Finbar and Eddie joined up with their younger brothers, Paul and George, and banjo player
Davey Arthur recording and touring as ‘The Fureys and Davey Arthur’. As a band they achieved
international success with songs such as 'The Green Fields of France’, ‘The Lonesome Boatman’ and
‘When You Were Sweet Sixteen’.

During this time Finbar designed a new whistle with Bernard Overton, producing the whistle, known as a
'low whistle', and now played in bands worldwide.

After nearly twenty years as ‘The Fureys’ front man, Finbar decided the time was right to pursue a solo
career and follow his path as a singer songwriter.

Finbar embarked on his acting career with a role in Scorcese’s ‘Gangs of New York’ (2002). He appeared
in the boxing film, 'Strength and Honour’ (2007) where he shared credits with Patrick Bergin, Vinnie
Jones and Richard Chamberlain. In 2010 he had a main part in the award winning Scottish short film,
‘Paris/Sexy’, followed by a character role in the RTE series, ‘Love/Hate’ (2011). He appeared in ‘The Wild
Goose Lodge’, (2016) for which he wrote the music.

In 2022, Finbar featured in the award winning film, ‘My Sailor, My Love’ directed by the Finnish film
director Klaus Haro.

Finbar was honoured in 2015 to receive the accolade of the Lord Mayor's Award presented by the Lord
Mayor of Dublin, Christy Burke, and in 2022 he was proud to receive an honorary doctorate of literature
from UCD.

His 2013 album, ‘Colours’, reached the top of the Irish Charts featuring Gerry Fleming's beautifully
written ‘The Last Great Love Song'. In 2018 BMG released ‘Don’t Stop This Now’ CD & live DVD from
Vicar St. followed by an Irish & UK Tour.

In 2020, Finbar released the single, ‘Blue Jewel in the Sky’, a track from his forthcoming new album,
‘Moments in Time’ due for release 29 September 2023, to coincide with his 77th birthday.
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